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THE JETHRO PROPOSITION 

JETHRO the Midianite is an ancestor of the Druze people. An advisor to Moses, Jethro 

was revered for his wise counsel and led his people into the desert to meet Moses and the 

Israelites after the Exodus. That decency and strength live on in the Druze of southern Syria who 

have sheltered innocents while laying the foundations of self-governance. As Moses defended 

Jethro’s daughters in an oasis, the United States and Israel can create a new oasis for the Druze 

and revive an ancient partnership: a Druze state alongside the State of Israel. 

It is in the interest of the United States and the State of Israel to signal their support for a 

Druze state in the Middle East, one anchored in the territory referred to as “Suwayda” that is 

adjacent to the Golan Heights and defended by valiant Druze forces. 

The Christian population in Syria—one of the oldest in history—has declined by over 

one million since the start of the Syrian civil war. There are only 300,000 Christians left in 

Syria1, and they are in desperate need of protection from HTS2, ISIS, and the SNA. In the 

shadow of recent mass killings3, forced conversions4, and human trafficking5, the Druze and 

Christians6 communities in Syria are in dire straits but are not past saving. 

6 "The abominable massacre of Christians and Alawites in Syria and the urgent need for an immediate and decisive   
  EU response," Mar 11 2025 

5 "When Isis rounded up Yazidi women and girls in Iraq to use as slaves…." Otten 7-25-17 
4 "Isil's Yazidi 'mass conversion' video fails to hide brutal duress." Blair 8-21-14 
3 "Islamic State persecution of Yazidi minority amounts to genocide, UN says." Arraf 8-8-14 
2 "Hundreds of Minorities, Including Christians, Killed in Syria—Reports." 3-8-25 
1 "Report: Number of Christians in Syria Dropped from 1.5 Million to 300,000." Syria TV 11-18-22 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/P-10-2025-001051_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/P-10-2025-001051_EN.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/25/slaves-of-isis-the-long-walk-of-the-yazidi-women
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iraq/11049393/Isils-Yazidi-mass-conversion-video-fails-to-hide-brutal-duress.html
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2014/0807/Islamic-State-persecution-of-Yazidi-minority-amounts-to-genocide-UN-says
https://www.newsweek.com/hundreds-minorities-including-christians-killed-syria-reports-2041764
https://web.archive.org/web/20230322091641/https://syrianobserver.com/news/80226/report-number-of-christians-in-syria-dropped-from-1-5-million-to-300000.html
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Syrian Druze and Christians7 can enjoy freedom in the shadow of the Golan, under 

Israel’s Iron Dome, and with the United States of America at its back. By protecting vulnerable 

Christians and Druze and dislodging IRGC8 interests, the Trump administration would add to its 

momentum toward peace in the Middle East, and President Trump himself could be a hero to 

oppressed communities like the Druze and Christians across the Middle East. The 

American–Israeli–Druze partnership that will launch this project is to be rooted in the following: 

❚ An Israel-Druze security partnership backed by the US with aid for Israel as it 

extends the range of its defenses 

❚ Protection of Christians, Yazidis, and other groups targeted by HTS and ISIS 

❚ Security collaboration with Kurdish allies to the north against IRGC, Erdogan, 

and ISIS-related threats 

❚ Identifying areas for phosphate extraction9 (with sales restricted to US and Israel 

ONLY10 for security) 

❚ A search for the Apostle Paul’s Road to Damascus and protection of other sites  

We look forward to a Druze State working side by side with Israel and America, 

as Jethro and Moses did more than 3,000 years ago. 

 

 

 

 

10 “Exclusive: Iran Importing Phosphates From Syria To Extract Uranium” in Iran International. May 3, 2023. 
9 Phosphate Rock, USGS 2021 

8 Uranium Recovery from Phosphates. Steiner, Geissler, and Haneklaus. 
  Environmental Science & Technology 2020 54 (3), 1287-1289 

7 "The abominable massacre of Christians and Alawites in Syria and the urgent need for an immediate and decisive   
  EU response," Mar 11 2025 

 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305034278
https://pubs.usgs.gov/periodicals/mcs2021/mcs2021-phosphate.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/epdf/10.1021/acs.est.9b07859?ref=article_openPDF
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/P-10-2025-001051_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/P-10-2025-001051_EN.html
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Phosphate is one of Syria’s most valuable natural resources, and phosphate itself is of concern as 

a to several members of Congress11 as a “critical mineral.” Already being imported to Iran, 

Syria’s phosphate cannot be ceded to the IRGC or to anti-Western influence. 

 

Minerals in Syria, US Geological Survey 2019 
 
Phosphate Data, US Geological Survey 2021 

IRGC importing Syrian phosphate 
 
TOI on Syrian phosphate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                  

 

 

 

 

 

              *Data from USGS 2021 

 

11 4-3-25 Letter regarding Phosphate to Sec Burgum 

 

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305034278
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305034278
https://pubs.usgs.gov/myb/vol3/2019/myb3-2019-syria.pdf
https://pubs.usgs.gov/periodicals/mcs2021/mcs2021-phosphate.pdf
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305034278
https://www.timesofisrael.com/documents-appear-to-show-irans-interest-in-syrian-phosphates-for-uranium-production/
https://cammack.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/cammack.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/2025.04.03-letter-to-department-of-interior-on-potash-and-phosphate.pdf
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               *Data from USGS 2019 

 

https://pubs.usgs.gov/myb/vol3/2019/myb3-2019-syria.pdf
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